
Page 1 of 29    Town Council Meeting Minutes of February 21, 2017 

TOWN OF OLD ORCHARD BEACH 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, February 21, 2017  
TOWN HALL CHAMBERS 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

A Town Council Meeting of the Old Orchard Beach Town Council was held on Tuesday, 
February 21, 2017.  Chair Thornton opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m.   
 
The following were in attendance: 
    

Chair Joseph Thornton 
Councilor Kenneth Blow 

   Councilor Jay Kelley 
Councilor Michael Tousignant 
Town Manager Larry Mead 

   Assistant Town Manager V. Louise Reid 
 
ABSENT:                    Vice Chair Shawn O’Neill 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 
 
CHAIR:   It is with deep sadness that we acknowledge the passing of former Council 
Member, Dana Furtado, and have a moment of silence in his honor.  We offer our deepest 
condolences to his family and his children. 
 
COUNCILOR TOUSIGNANT:    Many thanks to OOB365 for another fabulous Community Dinner 
held at the American Legion.   Over the past nine years they have held 29 dinners.  Over 375 
individuals enjoyed this year’s dinner despite the weather.  It is always a spectacular event and 
many thanks to OOB365 and their committee members.  Looking forward to the Winter 
Carnival this weekend – Friday and Saturday the 24th and 25th with great opportunity for kids to 
enjoy the slippery slope. 
 
COUNCILOR KELLEY:  We want to acknowledge the heroic life-saving rescue by one of our 
local residents and business owners – Bill Rodgers, who was ice-fishing near Little Ossippee 
Lake and heard the screams of a sixteen year old young girls and he with three other men 
watching this unfold jumped into help in what was described as a daring rescue.    We 
acknowledge Bill this evening for his heroic life saving measures. 
 
ASSISTANT TOWN MANAGER: 
 
First, thanks to the Fire Department Staff for supporting the Police and Fire Department staff 
during the recent snow storms by preparing breakfast for them; giving them a well-deserved 
bread.  The meal was served in the recently renovated kitchen at the fire work with all the 
renovation work done by the Fire Department staff.  It was our privilege to have a visit to Town 
Hall from a dozen students from Old Orchard Beach High School’s “TIDES” program – 
Teaching Independence Diversity Empathy Self Esteem Program – along with their teacher – 
Sara Bill and her staff.  They visited each of the departments and were given updates by 
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members of our staff.  They also enjoyed sitting in the Council Chamber where they told me 
they have watched the Town Council meetings.  That was interesting – these are teens – great 
that they are watching our meetings.  Our Public Works director also spoke to them and I got 
the feeling that there may be a lot of resume sending to Joe Cooper.  I accepted a check for the 
Community Animal Watch given by Saco Biddeford Savings Institution in honor of their own 
65th anniversary.  Our community is so fortunate and blessed to have an institution which is 
family oriented, community supportive, and offers to our residents and visitors the epitome of 
excellent professional service.  We wish them a Happy 65th and at least hundred more. Thanks 
to OOB365 for collecting boots for the Milestone family – very much appreciated on snow days 
like we have had. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:     
 
Accept the Town Council Minutes of January 17, 2017. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Tousignant motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Accept the 
Minutes as read. 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
 
BUSINESS LICENSES AND APPROVAL: 
 
CHAIR:   I open this Public Hearing at 6:36 p.m. 
 
Avesta Housing Development Corp dba/Orchard Terrace (104-2-12X), 133 Portland Avenue, 
twenty-eight (28) year round rental units; Judith Wadas (104-3-5-5B), 26 Walnut Street,  
Unit 5B, one (1) year round rental; Steven & Nancy Clark/The Clark Group Inc. dba/Atlantic 
Birches (205-1-25), 14-20 Portland Avenue, ten year round rentals; The Salvation Army 
(311-6-12), 5 Oakland Avenue, one year round rental; and Bradley Newsome (316-13-3), 7 
Pearl Avenue, one year round rental. 
 
CHAIR:   I close this Public Hearing at 6:36 p.m. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Approve the business 
licenses as read. 
 
VOTE: Unanimous. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
Back after six weeks of medical leave, the Town Manager thanked the Assistant Town 
Manager for her service as Acting Town Manager. 
 
 
# 6844 Discussion with Action:  Grant the authority to the Finance Director/Treasurer to  
 disburse payroll checks with only one (1) Town Councilor’s signature in accordance  
 with M.R.S.A., Title 30A, Section 5603(2)(A)(1).                  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Grant the authority 
to the Finance Director/Treasurer to disburse payroll checks with only one (1) Town 
Councilor’s signature in accordance with M.R.S.A., Title 30A, Section 5603(2)(A)(1).    
 
VOTE: Unanimous. 
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BACKGROUND: 

TOWN OF OLD ORCHARD BEACH 

POLICY ON TREASURER’S DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS FOR EMPLOYEE WAGES AND 
BENEFITS 

Purpose. This policy allows designated municipal officers (selectmen or councilors), 
acting on behalf of the full board of municipal officers, to review, approve, and sign 
municipal treasurer’s disbursement warrants, for wages and benefits only. 

Policy is additional to, not in lieu of, majority power. Nothing in this policy is intended to 
replace the authority of the full board of municipal officers, acting by majority vote, to act 
on any treasurer’s warrant, including warrants for wages and benefits. 

Delegation of authority. Pursuant to 30-A, M.R.S.A., Section 5603(2)(A)(1), the following 
authority is granted with respect to treasurer’s disbursement warrants for municipal 
employee wages and benefits only: 

 Cu rre n t m u n ic ip a l o ffic e rs . Th e  m u n ic ip a l o ffic e rs  in  o ffic e  a t th e  tim e  o f e xe c u tio n  o f 
this policy are: Chair Joseph Thornton, Vice-Chair Shawn O’Neill, Councilor Kenneth 
Blow, Councilor Jay Kelley, and Councilor Michael Tousignant. 

 An y o n e  o f the municipal officers named above, acting alone, may review, approve, and 
sign such warrants. 

Effective date. This policy becomes effective on the date indicated below. 

Copies. The Chair of the municipal officers will furnish copies of this policy to the 
municipal clerk and to the municipal treasurer. If the clerk and the treasurer are the same 
person, a copy shall nonetheless be provided to that person in each capacity. 

Lapse. This policy lapses one year after its effective date, if not sooner amended or 
canceled. 

Renewal. This policy may be renewed at any time before its lapse. Thereafter, it may be 
readopted at any time. Any renewal is valid for one year from its effective date, unless a 
sooner date of expiration is specified. 

Reminder. If the municipal treasurer is an appointed official, the treasurer shall remind the 
municipal officers to consider renewing this policy annually before it lapses. If the 
municipal treasurer is an elected official, the treasurer is requested to provide such an 
annual reminder. 

Original. The Chair of the municipal officers will maintain the original of this policy on file 
unless the municipal clerk is an appointed official, in which case the clerk shall maintain it 
on file, if requested to do so by the Chair. 
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  # 6845 Discussion with Action:  Appoint Joseph Gilbert as a Regular Member of the 
Community Animal Watch, term to expire 12/31/18; Appoint William Jones as a Regular 
Member of the Board of Assessment Review, term to expire 12/31/2017; Appoint Mark 
Koenigs as an Alternate Member of the Planning Board, term to expire 12/31/18; and Move 
Ryan Kelly as a Regular Member, term to expire 12/31/18.      
 
MOTION: Councilor Blow motioned and Council Tousignant seconded to Appoint Joseph 
Gilbert as a Regular Member of the Community Animal Watch, term to expire 12/31/18; 
Appoint William Jones as a Regular Member of the Board of Assessment Review, term to 
expire 12/31/2017; Appoint Mark Koenigs as an Alternate Member of the Planning Board, 
term to expire 12/31/18; and Move Ryan Kelly as a Regular Member, term to expire 
12/31/18.      
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
 
# 6846 Discussion with Action:  Request Council to sign the 2016 Update to the York County  
 Emergency Management Hazard Mitigation Plan.     
  
BACKGROUND:  The Town Council is being asked to sign the Resolution for Adoption of 
the York County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Whereas natural and man-made disasters may 
occur at any time, we recognize that to lessen the impacts of these disasters we will save 
resources, property and lives in York County. The creation of a Hazard Mitigation Plan is 
necessary for the development of a risk assessment and effective mitigation strategy.  
Therefore, the Town of Old Orchard Beach hereby adopts the 2011 York County 
Emergency Management Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Tousignant seconded to amend the 
motion to indicate that this was the updating of the 2015 York County Emergency 
Management Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to sign the 2015 
Update to the York County Emergency Management Hazard Mitigation Plan.   
   
VOTE:   Unanimous. 
  

YORK COUNTY 
HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN 
RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION 

 
Whereas, natural and man-made disasters may occur at any time, we recognize that to 
lessen the impacts of these disasters we will save resources, property and lives in York 
County; 
 
And whereas the creation of a Hazard Mitigation Plan is necessary for the development of a 
risk assessment and effective mitigation strategy; 
 
And whereas, the 26 towns and 3 cities of York County are committed to the mitigation goals 
and measures as presented in this plan; 
 
Therefore, the Town of Old Orchard Beach hereby adopts the 2016 York County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan. 
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# 6847 Discussion with Action: Accept the bid from Witmer Public Safety Group for the  
 purchase of eleven (11) Phazzer Enforcers (electro shock weapon, or Tazer), in  

 the amount of $7,287, from Account Number 20131-50501 – Operational Supplies 
and Equipment – with a balance of $12,534.36.    
  

BACKGROUND: 
 
This item was requested and approved in the 2016-2017 budget as Phase I, of a two phase 
replacement request, replacing half of our current compliment of Tasers in this year’s 
budget; and the remaining eleven (11) in 2017-2018.  Phazzer is a competing brand of the 
Tazzer model and offers improved features and performance over the Taser, for less 
money.  Taser and Phazzer are the only companies that manufacture this type of product. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Tousignant motioned and Councilor Blow seconded to Accept the bid 
from Witmer Public Safety Group for the purchase of eleven (11) Phazzer Enforcers 
(electro shock weapon, or Tazer), in the amount of $7,287, from Account Number 20131-
50501 – Operational Supplies and Equipment – with a balance of $12,534.36.  
      
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
 
 
# 6848 Discussion with Action: Approve the Transfer of the forfeitable items of the  

Defendant in Rem, or any portion thereof, pursuit to 15 M.R.S.A., Section 5724(3) 
and Section 5826(6); and accept the seizure money ($5,463) should it be awarded 
by the Courts.      

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Section 15 M.R.S.A., Section 5824(3) requires that, before any forfeitable item may be 
transferred to a State agency, County or Municipality, the municipal legislative body 
must publicly vote to accept the item(s) if subsequently ordered forfeited by the Court.  
The Town Council approves the transfer of the Defendant in Rem in the amount of 
$5,463, should it be ordered by the Court. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Approve the 
Transfer of the forfeitable items of the Defendant in Rem, or any portion thereof, pursuit to 
15 M.R.S.A., Section 5724(3) and Section 5826(6); and accept the seizure money ($5,463) 
should it be awarded by the Courts.    
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
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# 6849 Discussion with Action:  Accept the bid from Viking Cives for the purchase of a 
brine system in the amount of $9,944.60, from Account Number 50002-50551 – Public 
Works Capital Equipment Budget, with a balance of $28,912.55.    
    
BACKGROUND: 
 
This is the purchase of a brine system and it was a sole source purchase.  Brine is a 
solution of salt (usually sodium chloride) in water with different contexts and may be 
referred to sale solutions. Viking Cives is a soul-source for this product. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Tousignant motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Accept the 
bid from Viking Cives for the purchase of a brine system in the amount of $9,944.60, from 
Account Number 50002-50551 – Public Works Capital Equipment Budget, with a balance of 
$28,912.55. 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
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# 6850 Discussion with Action:  Approve the quote from Hydraulic Hose & Assemblies  
 for purchase of plow blades in the amount of $8,970.16 from Account Number  
 20151-50452 – Public Works Equipment, with a balance of  $49,201.26. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
This is the only local vendor that could supplies these on an emergency basis. 
                                           
                                    
MOTION:   Councilor Tousignant motioned and Councilor Blow seconded to Approve the 
quote from Hydraulic Hose & Assemblies for purchase of plow blades in the amount of 
$8,970.16 from Account Number 20151-50452 – Public Works Equipment, with a balance 
of  $49,201.26. 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous.     
 



Page 14 of 29    Town Council Meeting Minutes of February 21, 2017 



Page 15 of 29    Town Council Meeting Minutes of February 21, 2017 

# 6851 Discussion with Action: Approve the Special Event Permit application for the  
 Salvation Army to hold their 4th annual Freedom 5K Run/Walk on Monday,  

July 31st, 2017.  Race starts at 7:30 a.m., and finished by 11 a.m.  Insurance, 
listing the Town of Old Orchard Beach as additionally insured, to be provided to 
the Town Clerk’s Office at least one month prior to the event.  

 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to approve the Special 
Event Permit application as read. 
 
VOTE:   Unanimous. 
 
# 6852 Discussion with Action:  Approve the Special Event Permit application for the  

 Eastern Trail Alliance to hold the "Maine Lighthouse Bike Ride" Saturday, 
September 9th, 2017 from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Rest stop in Memorial Park and Heath 
Street; Insurance, listing the Town of Old Orchard Beach as additionally insured, 
to be provided to the Town Clerk’s Office at least one month prior to the 
event.              

 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Tousignant seconded to Approve the 
Special Event Permit as read. 
 
VOTE:   Unanimous. 
 
 
# 6853 Discussion with Action:  Approve the Special Event Permit application for the 

Town of Old Orchard Beach to hold the annual Memorial Day Parade on Monday, 
May 29th, 2017 from 8 a.m. (set up in Memorial Park) to 3 p.m. (takedown); line-up 
on E. Emerson Cummings Blvd at Noon, parade to begin at 1:00 p.m.; ceremony 
in Memorial Park; allow horses in the parade to walk on the beach, with bags, 
from Ocean Park to Union Avenue, to the starting point of the parade, and back 
to Ocean Park following the parade; and a request to waive the fee as it is a Town 
event.    

 
MOTION:   Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Tousignant seconded to Approve the 
Special Event Permit application as read. 
 
VOTE: Unanimous. 
 
 
# 6854 Discussion with Action:  Approve the installation by Shaw Brothers in the 
 amount of $56,025.80, of a new eight (8) inch sewer line to provide adequate 
 service for residents of Pavia Street, from Account Number 50002-50508 – CIP –  
 Sewer Maintenance Expense, with a balance of $362,349.60. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Pavia Street is a short street that runs from West Grand Avenue to Seaside Avenue and 
then to the beach. It is bounded on one side by Reggio Street and on the other by Tripoli 
Street.   Public Works Crews have been flushing a 4” sewer line that services this portion 
of Pavia for several years in the summer months because of frequent blockages that occur 
when seasonal use increases. In addition to four parcels on Pavia this 4” line also services 
one parcel at 129 W. Grand Avenue which is pending construction of a new year-round 
residential structure.  
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In December Public Works tried but was not successful in getting access to the 4” sewer 
lines from a sewer manhole in Seaside Ave.  After conferring with a contractor DPW 
determined the best course of action was to dig up a portion of the sewer line at the West 
Grand Ave end of Pavia. The line at this end of the street was only 18” below surface.  
DPW installed a clean out and ran a push type camera down the line toward Seaside Ave.  
The line was flat and full of water. DPW was able to camera 260 feet of the line.  
 
The Department consulted with Wright Pierce engineering regarding the potential impact 
of additional flow on the sewer line and concluded that the modified sewer connection 
from a rebuilt structure where the bathroom would be on the second floor and the kitchen 
would be on the third floor will likely cause sewer flow issues for the downstream 
residents on Pavia.  
 
The Department proposes to install a new 8” sewer line that will provide adequate service 
for all of the residents on this portion of Pavia Street.   
 
DPW solicited proposals from several contractors  
and received responses as noted below: 
 
  SBB Excavation  – not interested at this time 
  Picard & Sons – not interested at this time 
  Gobiel and Sons - $45,000 – but the Town to provide  

the materials 
  Shaw Brothers - $56,025.80. 
 
The Public Works Director is recommending Shaw Brothers because of its capability to 
address the difficult peat moss soil conditions that are present as well as the shallow 
water table, plus its complete proposal including provision of all materials.  
 
MOTION: Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Approve the 
installation by Shaw Brothers in the amount of $56,025.80, of a new eight (8) inch sewer 
line to provide adequate service for residents of Pavia Street, from Account Number 
50002-50508 – CIP – Sewer Maintenance Expense, with a balance of $362,349.60. 
 
VOTE:   Unanimous. 
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# 6855 Discussion with Action:  Approve the replacement of the radiator on the  

generator at the Comfort Pump station by Power Products, in the amount of 
$6,044, from Account Number 20161-50330 – Wastewater Equipment 
Replacement Account, with a balance of $27,953. 

 
BACKGROUND: 

  
 This agenda item is to replace the radiator on the generator at the Comfort Pump Station.   

 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Tousignant seconded to Approve the 
replacement of the radiator on the generator at the Comfort Pump station by Power 
Products, in the amount of $6,044, from Account Number 20161-50330 – Wastewater 
Equipment Replacement Account, with a balance of $27,953. 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
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# 6856 Discussion with Action:  Approve the contract for 2018 with Animal Welfare  
 Society, Inc., in the amount of $11,987.36 annually, beginning July 1, 2017, from  

Account Number 20131-50310- Service Contracts, subject to final approval of the 
FY18 budget. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
This is the annual invoice from Animal Welfare Society, Inc., in the amount of $11,987.36 
annually (same as 2017 – based on census population of Old Orchard Beach) for the care 
and keeping of animals found in Old Orchard and transferred to their facility in West 
Kennebunk.  The Society works closely not only with our Police Department but with the 
Community Animal Watch, a very active Committee in Old Orchard Beach. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Approve the 
contract for 2018 with Animal Welfare Society, Inc., in the amount of $11,987.36 annually, 
beginning July 1, 2017, from Account Number 20131-50310- Service Contracts, subject to 
final approval of the FY18 budget.  
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
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# 6857 Discussion with Action:  Approve the Special Event Permit application for 5k  
 Sports Race Management to hold a road race on Saturday, March 25th, 2017, from  
 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Two Old Orchard Beach police officers are required, and must be  

 booked at least two weeks prior to the event; any cancellation of the event must 
be at least one week prior to the event.  Insurance, listing the Town of Old 
Orchard Beach as additionally insured, to be provided to the Town Clerk’s Office 
at least one month prior to the event. 

 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Approve the 
Special Event Permit as read. 
 
VOTE:   Unanimous. 
 
GOOD AND WELFARE: 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Tousignant  motioned and Councilor Blow seconded to Adjourn the 
meeting at 6:45 p.m. 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
V. Louise Reid 
Town Council Secretary 
 
I, V. Louise Reid, Secretary to the Town Council of Old Orchard Beach, Maine, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing document consisting of twenty-nine (29) pages is a copy of the 
original Minutes of the Town Council Meeting of February 21, 2017. 
V. Louise Reid 


